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THE RESEARCH PROCESS/PROGRESS OF DESERT ALGAE AND CRUST

Liu Yongding Li Dunhai Shen Yirwu Xie Zuoming
( Institute of Hydrobiology, CAS, Wuhan 430072)

Chen Lanzhou

Abstract Desert algae mainly refer to soil algae growing in desertification regions. The article introduces algal species
composition and distribution, affecting factors of algal distribution, the functions in substances cycle, the formation and
development of desert crust, and the mechanisms of adaptation in surviving extreme environment of desert algae in arid
regions. Desert crust plays an important role in soil hydrological property, soil stabilization and succession of desert eco-
logical system. It also has a significant influence on other organisms. In the end, it introduces the application of desert
algae in industry and environmental engineering and the prospect in future research.
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